V,

THE  PHANARIOTES IN  ROUMANIA.

UPON the death of Michael the Brave the princi-
palities fell more and more under the influence of
foreigners. The Greeks had long* occupied prominent
positions in the Roumanian hierarchy, a common
form of religion holding the two races together. But
they now began to take a more active part in the
political life of the people. Radon Mihnea, one of
the early successors of Michael, was the first prince
who favoured the Greek element at the expense of
the native aristocracy. Educated on Mount Athos,
this ruler arrived in Wallachia with a whole army of
Greek adventurers, whose speedy advancement soon
raised the anger of the boyards. A bloody revolution
was the result, in which the latter prevailed. Mean-
while, the Turks had become harder masters than
ever. They made and unmade princes, or transferred
them from one principality to the other with such
frequency that in seventeen years there were six
reigns in Wallachia and ten in Moldavia. These
transactions were conducted by the Greeks of Con-
stantinople, who had constituted themselves the
Turks' men of business, and were adepts at the sale